CHAPTER VII

Chopin as teacher - George Sand's invalid - Ludwika at Nohant
- Sand's children - conflict - the final break.

THIS poet, however, was not so much a dreamer
that he neglected the more practical aspects of
his art As a teacher, for example, he was earnest
and thorough. One of his pupils. Carl Mikuli,
has left a description of Chopin's style of playing.
Freedom and facility were its characteristics.
The tone, especially in cantabik passages, was full;
only Field could be compared with him in this
respect. Whenever the music called for energy
he gave it, but never coarsely. In episodes of a
delicate nature his touch was enchanting. In-
tensity and elegance were mingled in all his in-
terpretations. Although his hand was not large,
he had a wide stretch. No effort was apparent in
his playing ; scale passages were executed with a
marvellous smoothness.

Chopin did not regard teaching as drudgery.
He devoted himself whole-heartedly to his pupils,
especially in the matter of securing freedom of
muscular movement In order to do this effec-
tively, he sought to enlist the pupil's intelligence
for practising exercises, and in this was opposed
to Kalkbrenner, who advised his pupils to read
while they were going through their mechanical
studies. Chopin required-the student to play
scales evenly and with full tone, beginning with
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